
 

 

 

 

 
 

March 28- April 1, 2022 
 

April 4 - 8, 2022 
 

MONDAY, March 28, 2022 – Day 3 
 

 
 
 

MONDAY, April 4, 2022 – Day 3 
 

TUESDAY, March 29, 2022 – Day 4 
  

 
 

 

TUESDAY, April 5, 2022 – Day 4 

 School Council Meeting – 7:30pm 
  
 

WEDNESDAY, March 30, 2022 – Day 5  
 

 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, April 6, 2022 – Day 5 
 

 

THURSDAY, March 31, 2022 – Day 1 
 
 
 
 

THURSDAY, April 7, 2022 – Day 1 
 

FRIDAY, April 1, 2022 – Day 2 
 
 
 

 April 2 is Autism Awareness Day! 

FRIDAY, April 8, 2022 – Day 2  

 Gr. 1/2 Ivic Outdoor Education 
– Swan Lake 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

March 28 – April 8, 2022         Weeks 27 & 28 of 40 

ds Le 

 

Blog: The Power of the Lurker 

BALLANTRAE PUBLIC SCHOOL 
5632 Aurora Road 

Whitchurch-Stouffville, ON L4A 3K3 
905-640-2232 

 

YRDSB website: 
http://www.yrdsb.ca 

Ballantrae PS website:   
http://ballantrae.ps.yrdsb.ca 

Busing: 
www.schoolbuscity.com

 
 

 
Looking ahead… 
 

 
 

April – INTEGRITY 
5 ........... School Council Mtg. (7:30pm) 
11 ......... Outdoor Ed. Neve 
12 ......... Outdoor Ed. Virgo 
13 ......... Outdoor Ed. Idiens 
13 ......... Spirit Day (Wacky Hair Day) 
14 ......... Vaisakhi 
15 ......... Good Friday 
16 ......... Passover 
19 ......... Outdoor Ed. Alan 
21 ......... Ridvan 
22 ......... Holy Friday 
28 ......... Grad photos & general retakes 
 (note date change) 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Sandra Angell-O’Grady ............... Principal 
Sue Bezanson .................................. EOAA 
Debby Fontyn ............................ Secretary 
Elizabeth Davis ................. Superintendent 
Elizabeth Terrell-Tracey ..... YRDSB Trustee 
 
 

http://www.teachhub.com/hands-websites-kids-love
http://www.teachhub.com/hands-websites-kids-love
http://www.teachhub.com/power-lurker
http://www.yrdsb.ca/
http://ballantrae.ps.yrdsb.ca/
http://www.schoolbuscity.com/
http://www.schoolbuscity.com/


 

The Character Trait for April is INTEGRITY 
 

We are truthful and sincere. We ensure consistency between what we say 

and what we do as well as between what we believe and how we behave. 

 
 
 

PRINCIPAL'S NOTES 
 
Last week brought with it not only Spring and the end of March Break, but a return to many of our 
previous routines that we hadn’t experienced in two years.  Our biggest change has been the 
reinstatement of one common snack/lunch and outdoor play time.  The students are being provided with 
daily friendly reminder announcements and lots of positive feedback about how well they are adjusting 
to all of the changes.  If they are unsure about our new/old routines all they need to do is ask and we 
will be happy to clarify.   
 
With all of the cold weather and snow in the last few days, it’s hard to believe that Spring has arrived.  
The long-term forecast indicates that temperatures are going to be slowly creeping upwards, so 
hopefully better weather is coming.  In the meantime, continue to send your children with hats, mitts, 
boots and snowsuits so they can play comfortably outside no matter the weather.   
 
That being said, however, with the warmer temperatures comes a wet playground.  At this time of year, 
we are required by the school board to closely monitor the use of the fields to ensure that the grass is 
able to rejuvenate and remain intact.  This may involve periods of time when the soccer fields are 
closed so they may be safely enjoyed by all when the warm temperatures are consistently here in later 
Spring.   
 
COMING SOON – SAVE THE DATE – ONLY 9 DAYS TO GO!  School Council has plans underway for 
a family (parent and child) presentation given virtually by spoken word artist Matthew “Testament” 
Jones http://www.dreamsforpeace.com/the-team/testament/ from 6:00pm to 7:00pm on the evening of 
Friday, April 8th, 2022.  His music, art and determination have brought Testament all over the globe in 
pursuit of spreading the message of peace, love and unity. We are looking forward to this event and 
hope that lots of families will be able to join us from the comfort of their homes.   
 
Many thanks to all families for continuing to conduct the required morning COVID screening with their 
children (no confirmation required) and for keeping in touch with the school should they have any 
questions or concerns about the current protocols.  Working together has definitely been key to keeping 
Ballantrae P.S. a safe place for students and staff to learn and work.   
 
Take care! 
 
 
 

Sandra Angell-O’Grady 
sandra.angell-ogrady@yrdsb.ca                        
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dreamsforpeace.com/the-team/testament/
mailto:sandra.angell-ogrady@yrdsb.ca


 
 
 
 

DAILY COVID SCREENING  
 

 Students continue to be expected to do COVID screening prior to attending school, however the 

confirmation form has been discontinued effective March 21, 2022. 

 

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening/  (This form is also included further on in the newsletter) 
 
Additional information on health and safety measures, as well as additional information and resources on 
the 2021-22 school year can be found on the Board website at www.yrdsb.ca/school-reopening.  
 

Please see the full screening tool (including details about self-
isolation) located later in this newsletter. 

 
 
 
 

 

***SCHOOL LUNCH ASSISTANTS NEEDED*** 

 
Lunch time School Assistants are needed to provide supervisory support to teaching staff during peak or 
critical periods of the school day.  This position includes lunch period eating supervision as well as 
outdoor yard supervision. Successful candidates will be required to complete online (virtual) health and 
safety training prior to start date (as well as school in-service training). 

A Police Vulnerable Sector Check (PVSC) (Police Check) must be submitted prior to starting work. 

School lunch hour varies between 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m., with the first 20 minutes inside followed by 40 

minutes outside. Times might vary, and therefore could require 1.5 hours instead of 1 hour.  

Salary:  $15.00/hour plus 4% vacation pay 

 

 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

 
This week sign-ups have taken place for: 

 

1) Gr. 6-8 girls intramural volleyball 

2) Gr. 4-8 crochet club 

 

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening/
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/covid-19/health-and-safety
http://www.yrdsb.ca/school-reopening


 

GAPPS PROFILE IMAGES 
 

YRDSB does not tolerate any forms of hate or discrimination. In the last school year, it came to the Board’s 

attention that YRDSB Google Apps (GAPPS) profile pictures were being used to spread online hate through 

racist imagery shared and uploaded to GAPPS accounts. These images cause pain and can make other 

students and staff members feel unsafe, marginalized and unwelcome in our learning environments.  

Appropriate actions were taken to address this issue, including a mandatory learning series for all students, 

mandatory training for all YRDSB staff, and temporarily removing access to customizing profile images. 

YRDSB will be continuing to implement measures that support student safety over the course of this school 

year.  These measures include providing teachers with ongoing access to resources and support for 

addressing issues of hate. 

Between March 28-31, 2022, students will have opportunities to customize their profile pictures within 

parameters established by the YRDSB.  This will enable students to express or represent themselves in 

their profile images, while prioritizing safe and inclusive learning and working environments for all of our 

students and staff.  

 

What does this mean for my child? 

 Students will have an opportunity in March to select a customized profile picture that meets 
YRDSB guidelines.  

 Students will receive guidelines and considerations based on their grade level to support them in 
selecting and/or creating an appropriate profile picture.  

 This is optional. Students who do not select an image will continue to have their first initial as their 
GAPPS profile image. 

 In future years, students will have two opportunities each year, during the fall and again in the 
spring, to change their images.  

 

Students are also encouraged to report problematic images that perpetuate hate or cause harm by 

speaking with a caring adult or by making use of the YRDSB’s ReportIT tool. 

 

More information is available on the Board website 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/departments/information-technology-services/remotehybrid-learning-tech-support/online-0
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/departments/information-technology-services/remotehybrid-learning-tech-support/online-0
https://secure.yrdsb.ca/Forms/ReportIt/_layouts/FormServer.aspx?XsnLocation=https://secure.yrdsb.ca/FormServerTemplates/ReportItv2.xsn&Source=https://secure.yrdsb.ca&DefaultItemOpen=1
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/departments/information-technology-services/remotehybrid-learning-tech-support/online-0


KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION FOR 2022-23 BEGINS 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 14th, 2022 

 

 



 

 



 

SCHOOL COUNCIL TIDBITS 

 
 

 
UPCOMING MEETING (time change): 
Our next meeting has been set for TUESDAY, April 5th at 7:30pm.  
Please send an e-mail to ballantrae.ps@yrdsb.ca no later than 
Monday, April 4th if you wish to attend this meeting and a link will be 
shared with you prior to the meeting. We hope to see you there! 
 
 

 
 

APRIL 8TH
     SAVE THE DATE!!! 

Matthew “Testament” Jones Dreams for P.E.A.C.E. 
– Poet, Professional Speaker, Artist Educator 

Home - P.E.A.C.E. - People Everywhere Actually Co-existing Equally 
P.E.A.C.E. – People Everywhere Actually Co-existing Equally 
(dreamsforpeace.com) 

Bio:  At 14, Matthew fell in love with Hip-hop music, lyricism and rhyme 
construction, leading him to releasing 3 albums to date.  His music, art 
and determination have brought Testament all over the globe in pursuit of 
spreading the message of peace, love and unity. Through inspiration and 
music, Matthew teaches us to recognize the influence our energy is 
having on others around them and to refute bullying. This is a high-energy 
presentation on Equity & Diversity where Matthew shares his message of 
P.E.A.C.E. with parents & students together in a virtual format that 
highlight key legacy builders in the Black community and give students an 
opportunity to explore their own identity while empowering them to 
expand their horizons. 

All ages are welcome. Takeaways will be available! 

DATE: Friday April 8th, 6pm – 7pm (VIRTUAL) 

RSVP: e-mail ballantrae.ps@yrdsb.ca by Wednesday, April 6th, 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

mailto:ballantrae.ps@yrdsb.ca
http://www.dreamsforpeace.com/home/
http://www.dreamsforpeace.com/home/
http://www.dreamsforpeace.com/home/
mailto:ballantrae.ps@yrdsb.ca


 

 
 
 
 
 

 



PARENT RESOURCES 
(This will be a standing item in each Brief and will be added to over the course of the school year 

as resources become available) 

 
 

CURRICULUM SUPPORTS 
 

 

MENTAL HEALTH 
 

 
 

Kids Help Phone is a very important resource working to help support children’s mental health, safety, and 
wellbeing. Kids Help Phone at 1-800-668-6868 or www.kidshelpphone.ca or Text 686868 
 
 

 

http://www.kidshelpphone.ca/


 
 

PARENTS and GUARDIANS: 

Are you looking for ideas about how to support your child’s mental health during COVID-19 and the  

return to school?   

https://smho-smso.ca/covid-19/parents-and-families/  
 

 
 
 

 
 

  

 

 

https://smho-smso.ca/covid-19/parents-and-families/


 





 













 


